
The Un-Aesthet ics  of  1200x800mm

January 24th to  February 6th.
Pr ivate View on Thursday,  January 24th,  f rom 6pm to 9pm.

Boris  Kajmak   obta ined a Masters  in  F ine Ar t  a t  Centra l  Saint  Mar t ins Col lege of  Ar t  and Design  in  2005.  
His  des igns and conceptual  p ieces have won numerous accolades and been exhib i ted across Europe and the USA.

Sick of  sh iny products  shout ing ‘ take me!  -  take me! ’ and cr i t ica l  o f  the d isappearance of  pure ly  funct ional  ob jects ,  Bor is  Kajmak roamed London’s  s t reets  in  search of 
an ‘ug ly ’ mass-manufactured-product . 

His  quest  and eventual  d iscovery of  an abandoned wooden pal le t  cata lyzed Kajmak in to a r i tua l is t ica l ly  c leansing process,  dur ing which,  the pal le t  was sanded, 
po l ished,  sanded,  po l ished,  sanded and pol ished. . .

Over-des igned rea l i ty  is  typ ica l ly  beaut i f ied and packaged.  From paper  c l ips to  heavy-duty  machinery,  modern products  usual ly  leave no t race of  pre-Bauhaus funct ional 
non-aesthet ics .  Contemporary cu l ture demands aesthet ic  conformism — where even the indust r ia l  becomes an aesthet ic  form. 

Un-beaut i f ied objects  are a dy ing breed.

Never the less,  wooden t ranspor t  pa l le ts  mainta in  pure ly  funct ional  des ign and as objects  of  use and abuse  they are shaped so le ly  by indust r ia l  convent ions, 
the i r  ra ison d ’e t re :  to  be manipulated by fork l i f ts . 

The wooden pal le t  is  one of  the last  se l f -s tanding objects  — void of  aesthet ic  des i re . 

Kajmak’s  wooden pal le t  was or ig ina l ly  covered in  grease,  fu l l  o f  knots ,  d i r t ,  and prot rud ing nai ls ,  cracked and abandoned.  He obsess ive ly  t ransformed the palet te  in to 
an aesthet ic  product  — t reat ing i t  w i th  a t rad i t ional  shel lac technique.  This  process has conver ted a s t reet - found and pragmat ic  ob ject  in to  v isual ly  and tact i le ly 

des i rab le one — quest ion ing whether  there can ever  be a t ru ly  un-aesthet ic  form or  must  we a lways make the un-aesthet ic  pa letab le? 

Kajmak’s  City  Diary  Pro ject  is  current ly  on d isp lay at  the Peckham Library  in  conjunct ion wi th  h is  Tenderp ixe l  Gal lery  showcase.
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